Clamp Phobia
Teachers and Students at the Lambeth College, Clapham Centre is now being posted in the same mail box.  The issue of adequate car parking has been a crisis at Lambeth for the past three years; even though the college does have a car park. However if you are not an ”Early Bird”   Who like to go on a rush you will not catch a space in the college’s limited space car park .
Hence, you have to be prepared to have your vehicle clamped or towed away then be pre pared to face the judgment of paying a fine; even if you have the right.  The teachers and students are dissatisfied with how the car parking systems in and around the college is structured. Even when you have an up to date resident permit; you are still being sheltered under the umbrella of “Clamping fear”   It was once reported that a teacher who had the right of parking because she holds a residence permit, after teaching a class was left in despair when her legally parked car was towed away to the pound and in a result had to pay the fine.
Student enrolled at the college are not only worried about getting good grades but also about not being able to find their parked cars even when it is tagged with a timely permit.

The effects of these filtering issues have caused both teachers and students to either miss a class or arrive late. The situations have forced them to try alternatives of taking public transport or to park and ride; then face the mountain of traffic. 
These problems now leave us with the questions:

Do those in authority care about us?

What are their plans in improving these situations? 

Would there be a car park for students?

Would the staff members receive a subsidiary for purchasing permits?

Or would the students get a discount?

When I contacted those in authority at the college regarding these issues, I was told that;

The only student parking which is available is for;   disabled student which is their priority once they have a card and is on their list. 

It was also said that there are no plans for a students car park , and if their were plans there would be no place available, as the council is making plans to erect other buildings around the college.  It also was clearly stated that it is in their best interest to encourage staff and students to support Transport for London.
Nevertheless David who walked through the valley of the shadow of death , and feared no evil. So are the staff and students at Lambeth College with the hope that better will come one day.
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